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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, CFED, UR (MENDELSOHN, MARTIN) (BELOTE, THOMAS 
SUBJECT: WAR CRIMES CASES: TRAVEL OF INS ATTORNEYS 

REF: (A) STATE 168192, (B) STATE 167921, (C) MOSCOW 14331 

1 . MFA USA DIVISION SECOND SECRETARY YU. F. BABENKO 
TELEPHONED CONSULAR COUNSELOR JULY 6 TO INFORM HIM THAT 
APPOINTMENT IN RIGA FOR MESSRS. MENDELSOHN AND BELOTE 
WITH LATVIAN PROCURATOR HAS BEEN ARRANGED FOR JULY 12. 

2. COUNSELOR COMMENTED THAT IN VIEW OF THE TWO ATTORNEYS 
ARRIVAL IN MOSCOW JULY 11, THERE WOULD BE NO TIME FOR 
THEM TO MEET WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS IN MOSCOW PRIOR TO 
TRAVEL TO RIGA. HE THEN ASKED IF APPOINTMENT IN RIGA 
COULD BE SET BACK A DAY OR TWO TO PERMIT MEETINGS WITH 
APPROPRIATE SOVIET OFFICIALS IN MOSCOW. BABENKO REPLIED 
THAT JULY 12 APPOINTMENT DATE WAS FIRMLY FIXED AND COULD 
NOT BE ALTERED. HE STATED THAT WITNESSES WERE CALLED TO 
BE AVAILABLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT TIME FRAME. IN 
RESPONSE TO COUNSELOR'S QUERY, BABENKO STATED THAT INS 
ATTORNEYS WOULD BE PERMITTED TO STAY IN RIGA FIFTEEN DAYS. 
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3. BABENKO ALSO REPLIED TO QUERY, PER REFTEL B, ON WHO 
WOULD SWEAR IN WAR CRIMES WITNESSES IF AND WHEN FORMAL 
DEPOSITIONS ARE TAKEN. BABENKO STATED THAT UNDER SOVIET 
(AND LATVIAN) LAW, WITNESSES ARE NOT SWORN UNDER OATH. 
NEVERTHELESS, HE ADDED, WITNESSES WHO DELIBERATELY GIVE 
FALSE TESTIMONY ARE PENALIZED (UP TO FIVE YEARS IMPRISON- 
MENT IN LATVIA), AS INDICATED PARA ONE C, MOSCOW REFTEL. 
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4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT JULY 12 APPOINTMENT IN 
RIGA WAS DELIBERATELY ARRANGED TO PRECLUDE POSSIBILITY 
OF MEETINGS WITH SOVIET LEGAL OFFICIALS IN MOSCOW. 
ALTHOUGH WE CAN ONLY SPECULATE ON REASON, SOVIETS MAY BE 
CONCERNED THAT US ATTORNEYS MIGHT RAISE POSSIBLY EMBAR- 
RASSING QUESTIONS REGARDING SUCH MATTERS AS SPATE OF 
RECENT AND FORTHCOMING DISSIDENT TRIALS, CRAWFORD CASE, 
US JOURNALISTS' SLANDER TRIAL. THERE WOULD ALSO BE THE 
POSSIBILITY OF WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS ASKING INS ATTORNEY 
FOR THEIR COMMENTS ON SUCH MATTERS. IT WOULD, OF COURSE, 
BE EASIER FOR LATVIAN AUTHORITIES IN RIGA THAN FOR ALL- 
UNION OR RSFSR OFFICIALS TO SHRUG SUCH QUESTIONS OFF 

WITH ASSERTIONS THAT THOSE MATTERS ARE NOT WITHIN THEIR 
COMPETENCE. END COMMENT. 

5. EMBOFF WILL MEET MESSRS. MENDELSOHN AND BELOTE UPON 
THEIR ARRIVAL PA66 ON JULY 11. CONSULAR COUNSELOR AND 
WIFE PLAN TO ACCOMPANY THEM TO RIGA. TOON 
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